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Life is short, enjoy the ride! 
 

Happy April everyone!  
 
Now that April has arrived, we’re counting down the days on our 
refrigerator calendars until we can bring our Corvettes out of storage and 
back onto the road. I know some of us have already gotten a head start—
likely making good use of those heated seats and steering wheels along the 
way. LOL 
 
One of my goals for 2026 is to encourage greater member participation in 
our club’s leadership. At the start of the year, we identified a few roles we 
hoped members would volunteer to fill: Sunshine Coordinator, Club 
Photographer and possibly a Club Historian. I’m pleased to share that 
we’ve already found our Club Photographer — Sandy Bourgeois has 
volunteered for the role! If you’re a member of the club’s Facebook page, 
you’ve likely seen some of the beautiful photos she’s taken. Thank-you 
Sandy for stepping up for the club!  
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President                                                                                                        Kevin LeBlond 

Next, we’re on the lookout for a Sunshine coordinator. This role 
involves supporting members during times of illness and coordinating 
the sending of cards, making charitable donations, or other expressions 
of care. Please consider volunteering for this important role to support 
your fellow club members. If you’re interested, feel free to speak with 
me at the next meeting or reach out by email. Thank you. 
 
During our March Board meeting, we agreed to start a new and exciting 
event for Gate City in 2026 and possibly beyond. Starting in May, a 
monthly “Gate City Corvette Cruise Night” will be held in the Murphy’s 
Tap Room parking lot on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 to 7:00pm.  The 
Board will meet again later this month to finalize the details, but it’s 
already shaping up to be a great time—potentially including trophy 
presentations, raffle prizes, and a 50/50 drawing. Our Cruise Night will 
be open to all Corvette owners, and we’re hoping it will also bring in 
some new members to GCCC. 
 
Don’t forget, we’ve moved our monthly club meeting to Wednesday 
evenings starting this month at Murphy’s. Looking forward to seeing 
everyone then! 
 
 

    Inside this Issue 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/8068419389882008
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     As you are reading this I am sure most are preparing to get our cars uncovered and making 

preparations to prepare them for another great season of travel and new experiences. Well, I can tell 

you that your Activities Team are up to the challenge and we continue to offer great destinations and 

dining experiences.  As you can see from the Events Calendar included in the April newsletter, we have 

a broad range of activities/events in the planning stages. Our plans include new destinations and 

bringing back previous destinations that were well attended in the past. 

 

     Our brunch at Forge and Vine Groton, MA again, was well attended and enjoyed by all, and we will be 

returning to the Forge & Vine on June 17th for a car show, as we enjoyed last year. 

 

     Next up is an early ‘linner’ (late lunch/early dinner) at Longhorns in April followed by the National 

Corvette Museum Bash event in Bowling Green at the end of April. May becomes a busy month with 

Brunch at The Farm Table and a visit to the Kringle Candle Store, a tour of the submarine USS Albacore 

followed by lunch at the Red Blazer Restaurant, then attending the Vettes of Coastal Maine annual Bar 

Harbor Tour at the end of May. 

 

     From there we have more activities in the works for each month (see the Calendar of Events in each  

month’s Newsletter). A quick look at activities that are in the works and will be offered in the coming 

months include club picnics in July and October, Maine Coastal cruise in August, Sunapee Dinner Cruise 

in September, cruise to Quechee, VT in October, and our end of season cruise for brunch at The 

Farmers Table in October. Our planning calendar is fluid and is subject to change with items being 

added, removed, or moved to another date. 

 

     Just a note that the calendar includes 4 NHMS Laps for Charity events that offer driving your car on 

the oval course and the road course. Last year club members had a great time participating in these 

events and I expect more members will want to experience them. They are listed in the calendar in the 

months of May, July, August, and September. 

 

     As always, we encourage all members to bring to us ideas to add to our events and activities, and we 

will take them from there. 

 

     As there are openings on the Activities Committee, I would like to have everyone consider joining 

the Activities Committee and getting involved in helping to develop ideas for destinations and 

roadways that are interesting, laying out routes to destinations, developing skills in leading cruises, 

and being part of the team. 

 

     Here’s hoping that we see you on our next activity! 

      

Vice President / Activities Director                                                     Larry Goelz 
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April   
8 Club Meeting  

12 Linner at Longhorn's, Amherst, NH  

23-25 2026 Michelin NCM Bash @ National Corvette Museum   

May   
3 GCCC Corvette Cruise Night @ Murphy’s Taproom  

9 The Farm Table / Kringle  

13 Club Meeting  

17 USS Albacore / Red Blazer  

22 NHMS Laps for Charity / Road Course  

27-31 Bar Harbor Safari Tour  

June  
 

7 GCCC Corvette Cruise Night @ Murphy’s Taproom  
10 Club Meeting  

12-13 Back to the Beach  
14 Brunch at The Old Salt, Hampton, NH  
14 NCRS Lars Anderson Museum – Corvettes On the Lawn  
17 Forge & Vine Car Show, Groton, MA  

27-28 Wicked big car Show NHMS  

July  
 

5 GCCC Corvette Cruise Night @ Murphy’s Taproom  

8 Club Meeting  

10 NHMS Laps for Charity / Road Course  

12 Gate City Picnic, Pembroke  

26 Lunch Cruise – T-Bones; Laconia  
August   

2 GCCC Corvette Cruise Night @ Murphy’s Taproom 

9 Maine Coast Cruise / Stonewall Kitchen 

12 Club Meeting 

20 NHMS Laps for Charity / Oval 

23 NH Covered Bridges 

23 CCRI Car Show 

September   
5 NCM Anniversary 

6 GCCC Corvette Cruise Night @ Murphy’s Taproom 

9 Club Meeting 

13 Castle in the Clouds picnic 

16 Sunapee Lake Dinner Cruise 

18 NHMS Laps for Charity / Road Course  

18-21 The Harraseeket Inn, Freeport, Maine 

19 Corvettes of Berkshire Car Show 

October   
4 Quechee 

14 Club Meeting 

18 The Farm Table / Kringle 

GATE CITY CORVETTE CLUB 

2026 Calendar of Events 
 

 
  

 GCCC Event 
 
 NCM Event 
 
 Other Events  

 

 

 NOTE:  All dates and activities are subject to change 
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If you do not see your birthday on the list and wish to be included, please send your date 

of birth (month and day) to Tom Stewart at the phone number or email address above. 

 
 

Become a member of Gate City Corvette Club! 

For Membership Information please visit our website: 

https://gatecitycorvetteclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/GCCC-
Member-Application-Mar-2026.pdf  

For more information or if you would like to join, please contact: 

Dennis Granger, Membership Director 

(603) 759-0007 or email dennis@cruisingnh.net 

Brad Davis  04/05   Peter Bovio  05/03 
Linda Davis  04/10   Angela Connolly  05/11 
Larry Shields  04/24   Peter Connolly  05/14 
Sue Wood    04/26   Kevin Brooke  05/15
    
 

Sue Wood  04/26 

Membership Director                                                                             Dennis Granger 

Join us in celebrating April / May Birthdays! 

http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
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President:  Kevin L. welcomed everyone to the March 13th meeting at Murphy’s Taproom.   
 

NCM Ambassador:  Larry G. talked about the benefits of joining the Museum.  The Museum holds 

Corvette raffles every month.  Tickets may be purchased on the NCM website.  Please let Larry know if 

you buy raffle tickets or if you join or renew your museum membership.  Insurance for your Corvette 

may be purchased from the Museum and is often less expensive than your current carrier.  Larry has 3 

additional passes for GCCC members visiting the Museum. (Admission is free for NCM members.)  The 

Corvette C8 engine build experience is available again at the Bowling Green plant.   
 

Vice President/Activities Director:  Larry G. thanked everyone who attended the luncheon at Pickety 

Place.  Next is the Bedford Big Band at the Rex Theater and Forge & Vine in Groton, MA.  Linner is 

planned at the Longhorn in April.  A few members will be attending the NCM BASH in Bowling Green.  
 

Membership Director:  Tom S. introduced potential members Linda and Kevin who are owners of a 

2017 Admiral Blue Grand Sport.   
 

Tom delivered news prompting “boos” from the membership… but in a good way.  After a recent trip to 

Florida, he somehow convinced Liz to leave the Granite State behind for the Sunshine State.  He said 

they will forever be grateful for the friends they have made as members of our club.  He invited 

everyone to visit, but not at the same time!  Thank you, Tom and Liz, for your friendship and years of 

service to our club.  You will definitely be missed!! 
 

Treasurer:  Dean presented the treasurer’s report and announced he has closed the club’s PO Box 

which will result in a savings for the club.  
 

Secretary:  Allie did not have a report as there was no meeting in February.   
 

Officer at Large:  Norm W. talked about the summer picnic.   He will contact the park to nail down a 

date.  The picnic is held rain or shine under a covered pavilion.  He also mentioned the Wicked Big Car 

Show which will be held at New Hampshire Motor Speedway June 27 - 28.  This is a weekend long 

major automotive event featuring over 3000 show cars.  https://www.wickedbigcarshow.com 
 

Kevin proposed moving our monthly meetings to Wednesday.  Meetings on Friday have been 

problematic because the larger room is often unavailable due to functions in the adjacent event space.  

He asked for a show of hands of those in favor of changing the meetings to Wednesday.  The majority of 

members agreed.  He talked briefly about the reasons behind cancelling Spring Fling 2026 and 

tentative plans for the future.  He announced Sandy B. has volunteered to be the club photographer.  He 

is hoping to find a volunteer to serve as “sunshine” coordinator and perhaps a club historian. 
 

The winner of the 50/50 raffle was Tom S.   The winner of the membership raffle was Butch.         
        

Kevin adjourned the meeting. 

Secretary’s Report                                                                                                     Allie Decampo  

https://www.wickedbigcarshow.com/
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 To All our Corvette Enthusiasts Auto Envy 
Detailing has partnered with Detailed Image to 
offer great savings on to YOU!  
 
https://www.detailedimage.com/ 
 
Even though winter is still here it’s never too late 
to think about getting your car out of storage and 
back on the road!  
 
Save 10% every time you place an order with 
coupon code:  DetailedImage1358 

 

Auto Envy featured our car in his ad! – “Great Job Mike” 
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This poor Vette met a heartbreaking end in California when its T-top C3 coupe body was 
torn to pieces in a violent 
rollover that somehow spared its 
driver. Police say the car hit a 
tree at high speed before flipping 
onto its roof, leaving the 
Corvette’s front end shredded, 
the fenders, bumpers, and hood 
ripped clean off, and the engine 
fully exposed like a gutted relic 
of what had been a proud classic.  
A bystander pulled the driver 
from the wreck, and they were 
able to await arrival of the 
paramedics.  Miraculously, the driver escaped with only scrapes and bruises, but while 
the man walked away, the car clearly never will. 
  
 
  

TPV Contributed by Larry Shields 
 

That Poor Vette 

REMINDER!! 
Club meeting Wednesday April 8th 

Hope to see you all there!! 
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  Chevrolet introduces 2027 Corvette Grand Sport 

at Sebring extending a legendary legacy 
 

C2 Grand Sport (1963) 
 
The Grand Sport story started with a pure race car. An effort led by legendary Corvette engineer 
Zora Arkus-Duntov, the C2 Grand Sport was a lightweight purpose-built to challenge the best sports 
cars around the world. With prodigious horsepower from a 377-cubic-inch V8, the Grand Sport put 
its competitors on edge. Chevrolet built just five. 
 

Before Roger Penske became a legendary race-team owner, he was a driver. On March 21, 1964, 
Penske and racing legend Jim Hall took the checkered flag at the Twelve Hours of Sebring, securing a 
Prototype GT class victory in their Chevrolet Corvette Grand Sport. 
 
This year, Penske, a longtime collaborator with General Motors and Chevrolet, celebrates his 60th year 
as a team owner and served as Grand Marshall for the 74th Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring IMSA race 
as part of those celebrations. The race, held at a venue that played a key role in the development of the 
original, offered a perfect opportunity to bring together the Grand Sport lineage, including a new 
member. 
 
“It is an incredible opportunity to be reunited with the Corvette Grand Sport C2 here at the Twelve 
Hours of Sebring – an event and a track that has always carried special meaning for me and for our 
race teams over the years,” Penske said. “Congratulations to Chevrolet on launching the new era of the 
Grand Sport program. It is truly special to see the C2 and the other generations of the Corvette Grand 
Sport, including the new C8, here at Sebring.” 

2026-03-21 
 

Contributed by Allie DeCampo 
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“It’s incredible to think that 62 years ago, Jim Hall and I drove the Corvette Grand Sport to a class 
victory at the Twelve Hours of Sebring,” Penske said. “I have great memories of driving the Grand Sport 
as we were fortunate to earn three wins across five races in the car during the 1963 and 1964 seasons". 
 

C4 Grand Sport (1996) 
 

A farewell to the beloved fourth-generation Corvette, the C4 Grand Sport was a one-year special that 
combined a more powerful version of the naturally aspirated 5.7-liter LT4 Small-Block V8 with chassis 
upgrades from the ZR1. Just 1,000 were built, each in the heritage livery of Admiral Blue with a white 
stripe running the length of the car and Torch Red hashmarks on the driver’s side fender. 
 

C6 Grand Sport (2010-2013) 
 

The sixth-generation Corvette saw the model range expand with many performance variants and 
special editions. The C6 Grand Sport brought together the base model’s legendary naturally aspirated 
6.2-liter LS3 V8 with the wider bodywork, larger brakes, and other upgrades from the C6 Z06. Manual-
transmission C6 Grand Sports had unique gear ratios and a dry-sump oiling system for the V8. 
 

C7 Grand Sport (2017-2019) 
 

Like its predecessors, the C7 Grand Sport mated the base engine – in this case, the 460-horsepower 
naturally aspirated 6.2-liter LT1 V8 from the Stingray – with wider bodywork and other components 
from the Z06. It represented a sweet spot between daily drivability and track performance, and it also 
resurrected the red, white, and Admiral Blue livery of the C4. 
 

C8 Grand Sport (2027- ) 
 

Following in the footsteps of its predecessors, the latest Corvette Grand Sport is for the purist and will 
be a high-volume model. Featuring the next generation of GM V8 technology, the C8 Grand Sport is built 
by and for enthusiasts. 
 

 

The #4 Corvette Grand Sport of Roger Penske and Jim Hall en route to class victory at Sebring in 
1964. 

www.chevrolet.com  

http://www.chevrolet.com/
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A few scenes from Forge and Vine 
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Ambassador’s NCM Update 
 

April 2026 
 

As the GCCC Ambassador, I have goals to meet for the NCM. For me to meet the goals I need 
each of you to let me know if you attend a museum event, purchase/renew memberships, 
purchase raffle tickets, purchase bricks/tiles/bench, make donations to the museum, get an 
insurance quote, or purchase insurance from NCM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

National Corvette Museum 
 

Larry Goelz 
 

NCM News: 

2026 Corvette ZR1X 
First R8C Delivery of the ZR1X 

 

 

An Experimental Masterpiece 
1979 Engineering Development 

Corvette 

The first 2026 Corvette ZR1X was 
delivered through the National Corvette 
Museum’s R8C Delivery Program, marking 
a milestone moment for America’s Sports 
Car and for the evolution of high-
performance engineering. 

General Motors built this Corvette with an 
experimental chassis and specialized parts 
to test upcoming changes to new Corvettes. 

The National Corvette Museum's Vehicle 
Preservation and Maintenance team 

reassembled this Corvette as part of a multi-
year preservation project, and it is now on 

display as part of Driven to Preserve. 
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Now Open,, more than a dozen 
rarely seen Corvettes and 
interpretive displays will showcase 
how staff manage the movement of 
vehicles, catalog objects, and care 
for rare materials in a way that 
aligns with museum standards. 

  

  

 

NCM Special Exhibits 

New Exhibition - Driven to Preserve 

From the silver screen to country 
music stars, Corvette has been 
front and center in America’s love 
affair with speed and style and 
pop culture. The rotating 
collection currently features GM’s 
Corvette Stingray Concept, better 
known as Sideswipe 
from Transformers: Revenge of the 

Fallen, and Brad Paisley’s 1962 
Corvette. Don’t miss the 
immersive Skydome experience 
that puts you right in the scene 
with these legendary cars. 
 

American Love Affair: Pop Culture and Corvette 
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Plant Tours 

2026 National Corvette Museum Annual Bash 
 
This is one of two annual events, the other being the National Corvette Museum Birthday Celebration 
which is held in early September. This event offers latest in C8 offerings, road tours with lunch, 
expert-led technical sessions, a judged car show, many vendors, and you can enjoy lunch at the 
Stingray Grill. This event runs from 23 April through 25 April. Visit the NCM website to find the Bash 
registration by selecting  Events - National Corvette Museum. 

 
NCM Events Update: 

• 2026 Michelin NCM Bash @ National Corvette Museum - Apr 23 – Apr 25 
• 2026 MiM Dragon Run Presented by Michelin -Apr 26 – Apr 29 
• 2026 Museum in Motion Charlotte Experience - Jun 2 – Jun 6 
• 2026 MiM Branson Experience -Jun 23 – Jun 27 
• 2026 R8C Museum Delivery Customer Reunion -Jun 25 – Jun 27 
• 2026 National Corvette Museum Anniversary @ NCM- Sep 3 – Sep 5 
• 2026 MiM New York - Sep 24 – Sep 28  
• 2026 MiM Italy - Oct 24 – Nov 1  

 

Motorsports Park News:         

There are many other track experience packages offered. Go to  
https://www.motorsportspark.org/  for complete information on track offerings. 
 

If you are interested in plant tour information, visit the NCM website at 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/plant-tours/ 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/events/
https://www.motorsportspark.org/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/plant-tours/
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2026 Black Corvette Z06 Coupe 
Price: $300.00    Tickets:  1500 

Drawing:  April 24th, 2026 2:00 PM CT 

2026 Artic White Corvette Coupe  
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000 

Drawing: April 16th, 2026 2:00 PM CT 
 

 

NCM Sweepstakes:   

 
 
The NCM has another Corvette Sweepstakes, and is 
offering a Rally Red 1965 Corvette Convertible 
featuring a 327-cubic-inch V8 rated at 300 HP and 
paired with an automatic transmission. It has factory 
A/C, pow4re windows, and power brakes. This car has 
had a frame-off restoration. Vehicle overview: 

• VIN: 194675S114280 
• Odometer shows 56,680; true mileage 

unknown 
• Previous frame-off restoration 
• Factory-correct components, including 

ignition shielding, dual-snorkel air cleaner, 
Harrison radiator, expansion tank, dash 
pads, and door panels 

• Take delivery on the iconic Corvette 
Boulevard as part of the Museum Delivery 
Experience, which includes Museum 
membership and a VIP tour 

• Donations toward sweepstakes entries do 
not count toward an individual’s annual or 
cumulative National Corvette Museum 
giving totals 

Entry Deadline: April 26, 2026 at 2:00PM CT 
Drawing Date: May 7, 2026 at 2:00PM CT 
If you are interested in purchasing tickets, go to 1965 
Corvette Convertible Sweepstakes | National Corvette 
Museum and enter. When it asks for a code – use code 
GateCity and you will get 20% more entries. 
 

NCM Raffles: 

 

Purchase online or print order form and mail in.   
Current Corvettes being raffled 

To learn more visit:  

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/index.cfm 

 

 

 

2026 Torch Red Corvette Coupe  
Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited Raffle 
Drawing: April 25th, 2026 2:00 PM CT 

 
 

“The mission of the National Corvette Museum is to celebrate the Corvette’s invention and preserve 
the legendary automobile’s past, present, and future. The museum will serve as an educational 

and research model for all to enjoy.” 
 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/1965-corvette-convertible-sweepstakes/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/1965-corvette-convertible-sweepstakes/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/1965-corvette-convertible-sweepstakes/
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/index.cfm
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The museum exists to support Corvette Enthusiasts worldwide and memberships are a large part of 

its sources of revenue. If you are a member, remember to renew it, if you are not a member, please 

consider purchasing one of the membership levels.  

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/  

An individual membership is $65.00 annually and provides you with the following NCM benefits: 

 

 

 

Other membership levels include: 

Family $100.00/year, Life member $2000.00, Senior member (over 65) $750.00 20 years 

 

 

 

NCM Insurance is an agent for American 

Modern Insurance Group, Haggerty, and Open 

Track and is licensed in all 50 states, covering 

any collector car (make or model) that is 

considered a collector car. Also available is 

insurance for HPDE and open track day, car 

club liability coverage, and 

boat/yacht/watercraft.  

 

 
 
 

Get Your Car Club Liability Policies:  We can now write General Liability and Directors and 

Officers coverage (for any non-profit organization) through Hagerty and Traveler’s.  

For more information go to: www.ncminsurance.com 

 

 

 

Contributing to the NCM: 

• Become a member 

• Online monetary donations 

• Setting up a regular donation 

• Purchase of raffle tickets 

 

• Committing a portion of an estate to the museum 

• Purchase of bricks, tiles, benches to the museum 

• Donation of a Corvette 

The National Corvette Museum is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit foundation. 

The tax I.D. # is 742519972. 

NCM Insurance:   

• Membership card 

• NCM member lapel pin 

• Free admission to members 

• Discount on NCM sponsored events 

• Annual subscription to America’s Sports Car 

• 10% discount on merchandise from the Corvette 

Store and Catalog 

• 10% off NCM Motorsports Park Driving Club 

initiation fee 

• Discount on insurance from NCM Insurance 

Agency 

• Discounts on car rentals and hotels 

• 20% discount on CARFAX reports 

• $10 off membership to Air 

Evac/AirMedCare Network 

• Access to Members Only section of website, 

including Monthly Corvette Calendar 

Wallpaper and Special Videos 

NCM Membership: 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
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Recipe Corner                                Larry Goelz 
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Rear ¾ view of 2026 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1X Quail Silver Limited Edition 
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PUBLISHING & ADVERTISING 
 

The next submission date is April 20, 2026 

 

 
 
 
 
ERTISING INFORMATION 

Please contact the editor if you are a business or 
know of a business interested in purchasing advertising space in the newsletter. Yearly 
rates are available and are as follows: 

 

Newsletter Yearly Advertising Rates: 

     Business Card              $50/year 

1/4 page             $70/year 

1/2 page             $100/year 

Full page             $150/year 
 

 

 
  

Have questions or story ideas? Reach out to 
Georgia LeBlond | Newsletter Editor 
kgvert1@outlook.com | (978) 846-0829 

Notice: 
“Chevrolet Trademarks used with the written 

permission of General Motors.” 

 

To be included in the next newsletter, please submit all reports, articles, notices, letters, 
photos, and advertisements by the 20th of each month. Thank you for your contributions—

they are what keep our newsletter engaging, informative, and enjoyable for everyone. 

We invite you to share news about trips you’ve taken, shows you’ve attended, and 
ideas for future club activities. Technical tips, cleaning advice, and any other 

contributions you think fellow members would enjoy are always welcome. Your 
input truly helps keep our club strong and connected. 

The purpose of Gate City Corvette Club is to make being a Corvette owner more fun. 

Our club meets the second Friday of the month at Murphy’s Taproom & Carriage House,  

393 State Rte. 101, Bedford, New Hampshire.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

mailto:kgvert1@outlook.com
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