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MAY  2019 

First Word 

 

We had a good crowd for our April meeting and an all-time high for dinner at 

Chen Yang Lee.  Everyone had a good meal and a great time.  

 

It's going to be all hands on deck next month for our Spring Fling event coming 

up in May.  There's a lot to do, but with plenty of help it will be much easier to 

handle.  I will be hosting the Judging Clinic the Sunday before the show and will 

have more information about the details for that day as we get closer.  The club 

will supply hamburgers and hot dogs and the rest will be pot luck for apps and 

deserts to share. 

 

We'll see you at the next meeting.  I will have a sample of golf style shirt with 

the logo on it for everyone to see.  Save the wave! 

 

Dennis Corrigan  

The Prez 
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Vice President / Activities Director                                                     Larry Shields 

 

Message from  the Veep é 
 

 

As Iôm writing this, itôs the end of April, one of my favorite times of the year because the weather is turning 

for the better.  Snow is finally gone, the rains have been washing away the road salt, the temps are hitting the 

60s and 70sé time for the Vette to come out and see its shadow!  This weekend is my first autocross of the 

season, which is a heck of a way to wake the 427 up for the year ahead.  Hopefully youôre all finding excuses 

to get your Vettes out of the garage and out on the road between the rain storms.  

Next week, we have 20 people signed up for our club dinner over at Portofinos, which should be quite a good 

time.  May is going to be pretty busy for the club with our judging clinic and Spring Fling events happening.  

Plus, weôve got several cars heading out to Glens Falls, NY for a Corvette Caravan Meet & Greet, prepping 

us all for the NCM 25
th
 anniversary caravan coming later this year.  Just like after the 20

th
 anniversary 

caravan, Larry G. & I have been planning a return trip for getting back from the museum after the event is all 

over.  It will take another week to return, and this time weôll be taking a northern route first.  Planned stops 

include Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the National Air Force museum, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, doing 

laps at Watkins Glenn, and a stay in the NY Finger Lakes.  If you think you might be interested, the details 

are about 80-90% locked in so far, and information is available at the website: http://gccc.wikidot.com/ 

Iôm going to be researching a small cruise option, hopefully for some time in June.  So keep your eyes out for 

more details as I start to figure out a possible route & destination for us (hint: itôs going to likely end with 

food.  It always does, doesnôt it? )  If youôve got any suggestions, please feel free to send them over! 

-Larry "The Veep"  

 

 

That Poor Vetteé                                Larry Shields 
 

 
 

https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/01/21/accident-emergency-workers-

in-sweden-flip -over-a-c7-corvette-z06-following-a-transporter-crash/ 

 

Youôve just picked up your new to you C5 

Corvette, and youôre still riding that high of 

non-belief of being a Vette owner.  Only 45 

minutes later, you stop at a light, still basking in 

that great feelingé only to have an 18-wheeler 

make a left-hand turn in front of you from the 

wrong lane.  The back wheels of the cab rolled 

up and over the hood from the side, along with 

the front wheels of the trailer right behind.  

Thankfully the driver area was not impacted 

and heôs okay.  The trucker then kept on driving 

until someone in a Jeep who had seen the 

accident chased him down and told him heôd 

just run over a Vette and he needed to go back 

to the accident. 

http://gccc.wikidot.com/
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Secretaryôs Report                                                                                Allie DeCampo 

 
President Dennis Corrigan began the April 12, 2019 meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking 

MacMulkin for the use of their facility.   He took a head count for dinner and the decision was made to go to 

Chen Lang Lee in Nashua.    

Membership Director:  Tony Centrella welcomed new member Alan Factor attending his third meeting.  

Alan has a 2019 Stingray roadster.   

 

Officer at Large:  Dave Hill  reviewed upcoming events.  (Please see his calendar included in this 

newsletter.)   

Dennis reported on Normôs Detailing Clinic at Corvette Mikeôs.  He said Norm, Joe, and Dan did a great job 

detailing.  They also showed how to detail the interior.    

Treasurer:  Dean Gagne presented the treasurerôs report.  The report was accepted by the membership.  

 Secretary:  Allie DeCampo posted minutes from the last meeting in the newsletter.  The minutes were 

accepted by the membership.   She thanked everyone for their contributions for the newsletter. 

Vice President/Activities Director:  Larry Shields has planned getting together for dinner at Portofinoôs in 

Merrimack, NH on Friday, April 26
th
.  Please RSVP so he can make arrangements with the restaurant.  He 

also intends to coordinate something for May.  Larry also talked about the autocross at Devens scheduled for 

Sunday, April 21
st
.  Driving takes place on the old air strip.  He said speeds are low and heôs in 2

nd
 gear for 

most of the run.   

Spring Fling:  Dean delivered an update on Spring Fling and asked everyone to focus on getting trophy 

sponsors.  The cost of trophy sponsorship will remain the same at $65.00.  He reviewed the various show 

classifications and said the judging form is simple to navigate.   New members are paired with experienced 

members during the judging.  Kids have fun choosing their favorite Corvette for the ñkids choiceò award.  

Gate City members do not enter their cars in the show.  Vendors are still needed.  The fee for vendors is 

$65.00 if paid in advance and $80.00 the day of the show.   Coral parking is available for a $10.00 donation.  

Fillers for the goody bags are starting to come in.  Sponsors are welcome to provide business flyers and/or 

business cards to be placed in the bags.  As always, we will have raffle items and 50/50 drawing.   Claudia 

has offered to coordinate the raffle table.  Appropriate items for the raffle table are gift certificates for local 

businesses, gift baskets, and Corvette related items.    Help is needed with laying out the field the day prior to 

the show and with parking the cars the morning of the show.  Coffee and donuts will be provided.  Dean will 

order food for after the show.  Last year, we enjoyed salads, pasta and pizza.   Bring chairs so you can relax 

when youôre not busy with other responsibilities.  Contact Dean if you have any questions.   

 

Please note:  Dennis will host a judging clinic on Sunday, May 19
th
 at 10:00 am.  Lunch will be provided.  If 

possible, please bring a side dish or dessert.   Please let Dennis know what you plan to bring in advance so 

that he can coordinate.   There will be a goody bag stuffing assembly line that day.   
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Corvette Caravan:  Larry Goelz reported there are 5200 registered for the Museum.  Larry will run the route 

one more time prior to the caravan to make sure everything is as planned.  Larry Shields is working on 

coordinating an extended trip home.  The final Meet & Greet will be in Glen Falls, NY in May.   

Dennis and Dave H. have been gathering info on custom embroidered clothing vendors.  They presented 

samples of golf-style shirts from two vendors.  Dennis had shirts from Maverick in Nashua, NH, and Dave 

had a shirt from Embroidme in Bedford, NH.  Pricing was comparable.  Static cling decals are also available.  

Norm mentioned Red Brick.  Colors were discussed but no decision made.    

The 50/50 raffle was won by Moe Lussier.  The winner of the member raffle was not present. 

 

Dennis adjourned the meeting at 8:00 pm. 

Allie DeCampo  

Secretary                                     

***********************************  

Picture s from the Photo Album  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A long time ago in a land far away  

(Carlisle, PA)  
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George Fregone  

Once again itõs inspection time for Vettes with 

antique plates.  Inspection, oil change, checking 

fluids  and in my case bad brake calip ers , however, 

took it home after it passed.  Had a lighthearted fun  

drive and a lightened  wallet too . 

 

 

 

 
 
Membership Director                                                                               Tony Centrella 

 

This is the latest rendering of the C8 based 

on the camouflaged car seen on the streets 

of NYC.   

 

 

 

Wouldnõt this be a cool all Corvette show  

on the deck of an aircraft carrier?  
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GCCC Membership Report 
By:  Tony Centrella 

Welcome to our new member Alan Factor. 

To Join Gate City Corvette Club, visit our website 

http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/ 

and click on the Membership Info Link 

For more information, please contact:  Tony Centrella (Membership Director) at 

603-321-7546 or allertnec@gmail.com 

74 Members ï 4 Honored ï 4 Honorary 

Join us in Celebrating the May Birthdays 

 

             

 
                                        George Fregone 5/2 
                                        Carla Lussier 5/2 

               Dave Hill 5/21 
               Steve Rybicki 5/22 

                                        Claudia Feidler 5/13                Cheryl Fregone 5/23 
 
 

 

 

If you do not see your birthday listed and want it to be included next year, please send it to Tony Centrella. 

Hints and Tips: 

¶ If you are an Amazon shopper, use the https://smile.amazon.com URL to have Amazon donate a portion of your 

purchase price to your favorite charity, and we hope that you will select the National Corvette Museum!  Every little bit 

helps to preserve the Corvette treasures at the museum. 

¶ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ not forget to become a member of the National Corvette Museum as well! 

¶ Save the Wave 

 

http://www.gatecitycorvetteclub.com/
mailto:allertnec@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
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Normõs Detailing Clinic 

by Tony Centrella  

It was a perfect 66 degree day at Corvette 

Mikeôs for Normôs Detailing Clinic.  There 

was a great turnout with loads of helpful 

detailing information.  

All went well until my Z06 engine cut out at 

75 mph on I-95 about half way home.  I 

managed to coast from the passing lane to the 

breakdown lane where my car rolled to a stop 

at the entrance to the off rampénot exactly a 

safe spot!  One State Trooper kept cars away so I could get out of the car.  It took two tow 

trucks, one to get me off the highway and then a AAA Premier tow to get me to MacMulkin.  
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBER  
 

Alan Factor  
 

Hello Gate City Corvette Club, 

 

My name is Alan Factor and Iôd like to introduce myself.  My wife Connie and I have recently moved into 

Hudson after spending 24 years in Foxboro enjoying football.  I have recently retired from my profession as 

a home builder and am not sure how Iôll take to all the time on my hands.  While Iôm new to Southern New 

Hampshire I am not new to the car enthusiast hobby.   I have been a member of the Eastern MA Corvette 

Club for 19 years and have many friends there as well as the Bay State Corvette Club.  Iôm sure we know 

many of the same people.  Iôve participated in an active Corvette life including shows, autocross and long 

distance road races.   

 

My first Corvette was a blue 68 4 speed 327/350 that after a closer inspection turned into 350/350. Oh well, I 

learned!   We enjoyed it with all its quirks anyway.  After a bit Connie & I decided to expand our interest 

in the hobby and brought several wonderful cars.  Our personal favorite being a 70 Mustang Boss 429 in 

grabber blue.  As the old show ñRoute 66ò introduced my generation to our dream car I began to think that 

someday Iôd have one.  We have been fortunate to own many Corvettes including a 96 admiral blue/white 

top GS convertible. 

 

Iôve had to slow down in recent years but the yearning for a Vette wouldnôt go away.  My new ñbest car 

everò is a 15 shark grey Stingray Z51 A8 convertible.  I purchased it in October with 4,800 miles.  For me the 

narrow body is reminiscent of and a connection to the Corvette of my youth. I surely hope to spend many 

years meeting and enjoying my new friends in GCCC.  I look forward to knowing you all.  

 

Save the wave and miles of smiles,      Alan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
w w w . G a t e C i t y C o r v e t t e C l u b. c o m 

 

Page 9 

THE  SPIRIT OF RACING  

by Tom Stewart  

I recently joined a company based in 

Rochester New York.  The company name 

is LiDestri Foods and I work in their Spirit 

division called Roc House Brands.  This 

beautiful 2002 Corvette sits in the lobby of 

our offices.  It is Paul Newmanôs restored 

race car.  The owner of the company, 

Giovanni LiDestri, purchased this beauty at 

auction. 

Hereôs the storyé 

https://www.scca.com/articles/1996008-paul-

newman-gt-1-corvette-headed-to-auction 

Paul Newman GT-1 Corvette 

Headed To Auction 

February 17, 2012  

The late Paul Newmanôs last race car, a 2002 

Chevrolet Corvette GT-1/Trans-Am machine, is 

being auctioned by RM Auctions on Saturday, 

March 10. 

Newman, a four-time SCCA National Champion and Oscar winner, passed away in September, 2008. He 

raced this Corvette from 2003 to 2007 in GT-1. The car was originally built by Riley & Scott for Tom Gloy 

and the 2002 Trans-Am season. Butch Leitzinger drove it in 2002, scoring five poles, three wins, eight top-

five finishes and nine top-10 finishes, running as yellow #88 with Tommy Bahama sponsorship. Newman and 

Brockman bought the Corvette in 2003 and immediately painted it red, white and blue. 

https://carbuzz.com/news/paul-newman-s-corvette-race-car-fetches-275-000-in-auction 

Paul Newmanôs Corvette Race Car Fetches $275,000 in Auction 

Mar 13, 2012 by Adam Lynton   

At the RM Auctions in Amelia Island, Paul Newmanôs 700hp Corvette racer found a new home. 

 

 

 

https://www.scca.com/articles/1996008-paul-newman-gt-1-corvette-headed-to-auction
https://www.scca.com/articles/1996008-paul-newman-gt-1-corvette-headed-to-auction
https://carbuzz.com/news/paul-newman-s-corvette-race-car-fetches-275-000-in-auction

